Secrets of Success
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I. Hashem was with him, then, means that Joseph
vho had brought -him-down there®'lASHEM was with Joseph, and he became a successful wnstantly had Him “with him,” in his mouth,
nan; and heffemained.in the house of his Egyptian master His master perceived that HASHEM _
pas with him,ﬂ'and whatever he did HASHEM made succeed through him.* Joseph found favor 2. This does not appear to be the plain explanation of
n his eyes; and he attended him; he appointed him over his housekold, and whatever he had the expression Hashem was with him.

1e placed in his custody.
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his two courtiers, the Chamberlain of the Cupbearers and the Chamberlain of the Bakers. 3 And 3 e ﬂ N
he placed thern in the ward of the house of the Chamberlain of the Butchers, into the prison, the R q
place where Joseph was confined. * The Chamberlain of the Butchers appointed Joseph to be

with them, and he attended them and they remained in the ward for a period of days.

5 The two of them dreamt a dream, each one had his dream on the same night, each one
according to the interpretation of his dream — the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt
who were confined in the prison.
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-(&Yoseph came to them in the morning. He saw them and behold! they were aggrieved. mnx by vwl A 1A noben R
"7 And he asked Pharaoh’s courtiers who were with him in the ward of hi_s master’s house, QW - AR ‘7 Y7 09 WITHR owa
saying, “Why do you appear downcast today?" 8 And they said to’him, “We dreamt a dream, L7709 79 Y 2097 ,7183 MW DB

but there is no interpreter for it.” So Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God.‘D ;
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Relate it to me, if you please. .
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34 YN ‘11 ¥ — HIS MASTER PERCEIVED THAT HASHEM WAS WITH HIM ] ',‘,\-1'7 X D’PTER nx» 9 ¥y 00X 17:73
[How could Joseph’s master know that Hashem was with him? Ramban explains, beginning by
viting Rashi:] L ORI INON PWHRY ,0MaTT INYS

1*92 " oY ow ~ The name of Heaven (God) was regularly in his mouth.!

I oY WK Syw Tonw
w1 1w — The above is a quote from Rashi. ! 1 1

7 inxy — But this does not appear correct.”  ny 533 wizyn by 1 0K 713 MR XYY DA CRY DD PR TR s R
_1x ban nw — Rather, his master perceived that Hashem was with him because his d&&ds met AR TINAY L172090 IRAW 1L,
with success at all times, more so than occurs with all other people, 15 xut minhx nxn D v - TN ovnvbyn noY S0 PwYRY 1915
so he knew that it was from God that this success came to him. "RY TN N APRT IR Y - Tar

2 01D AR LOTIRD 13 IRW WIND

Similar to this is the verse, We have indeed seen that Hash has been with you (above, 26:28).3
-~ ’ A% R DPIR NRD Y - AR_R

[The verse says that because Joseph’s master liked him, ke attended him; he appointed him over

his household, and whatever he had he placed in his custody. What is the difference between these i%rani ’J?D ,[2 WD XY 77 DINK
various responsibilities that Joseph was given? Ramban explains:] -1317 R ROTIOPW BnbEn YT 1Y
3y Xy — [Joseph] found favor in his eyes,  nxyY Ny Y — so'he made him his own e s
personal attendant'  inm by P51 — and the one in charge of his house,’ A i v by (t LY REL 2% 71:81‘7 RN
a5 vk ba by ey s nivty — and, furthermore, whatever he had he placed-in his custody, '1}0'}57'7 02771 O X1 nnby DoYwn 7Y
meaning that he was to be “chief manager” over everything he had, even out in the field.” ’ ”’VWW wrD 10 by ,0PnWws  anbvym

[Ramban cites the Midrash’s explanation of “God was with him”:]

: ' ¥ owY’ X7 990w
w12 wnian - The Sages have a Midrashic explanation about this verse. DI WNTH AR W oM onw ow !

Ky wn'm — They said: [Joseph] would murmur as he entered a room and murmur as he left. n_m'?:mn ,17_3 nXY 12°% Dww 9D 7B
WIS KT WIS AW PR KT prnm nm w5 my — If [the master] would tell him, “Pour me o1 1% XY o Sw wpbna 1oow
some hot water,” there would suddenly be hot water. If he would say, “Pour me some warm ‘
water,” there would suddenly be warm water. Y02 PYIT aMoYa Jan Mo - He said, n‘fn AW QW RYR LT DX¥IWYAY 37193
“What, Joseph? Are you trying to bring straw to Afaraim,® and sorcery to Egypt??® 1y NI Y P v D by W *
™33 5y MW 1w nxw — Until when did this go on? Until he saw the Sheckinah (God’s X DUPIPR_ AW oM,
A, 99°B1D PP0R 131 .2°n NWYY nd [Nn
Presence) standing over him.  ~inx 111 TIIN X 3T X0 K77 — This is the meaning of

nnbxnn AYYR AeR [0 YW Innvynw

what is written, His master perceived that Hashem was with him (Bereishis Rabbah 86:5). : 5 oo
[Ramban elaborates on this Midrash:] , XOR 003y a2 12173 9 ©INa Ve
AR YT KD My ety ning a3 3 mv — The idea of this Midrash is that because his master JIOR 0D 1D R

was an Egyptian, he did not know Hashem.®' 377 v3 wywin T AP Ny NINTE 1D N
¥ 33 WD N1 D3 — So [the Sages] said that when he saw [Joseph’s] great success, he
suspected that it was achieved through sorcery, as was the case with the people of his land to
use sorcery.!'  jhby nyw MW ¥ 1y - This situation continued until he saw that all of
[Joseph’s success] was from the Supreme One,2 1y Timya Y3 ix obna S mxaw s
P37 Ti33% 92 X¥13) — which he realized through a vision that appeared to him in a dream, or
while awake, as a pillar of cloud or something similar, in honor of the righteous one J oseph.13
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Your tefillah does not riged to be formal. You do not have to hold
a siddur or recite words from Tehillim. Go into a room, shut the door,
or stay where you are and whisper under your breath so others
won't hear. And talk to Hashem. Tell Him, “Hashem, please let that
check clear in time to cover my expenses.” “Hashem, please make

TIRD 27 1Y N©13N 99 ,mOyndn Wan Nt ¥awm ToNN 5190 NN NHND D9IN ¥
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mylboss happy with my work.”

'his form of prayer is the litmus test of Emunah for two rea-
sons: first, it shows that you realize that there is Someone to turn
to, an All-Knowing and All-Caring God Who can solve all of your
problems. Moreover, if you can stand in an empty room and talk to
Hashem without feeling as if you are talking to yourself, it is clear 090N Yy WYrnh Hvw 0TNY 1w 1o ,RYNN NN 172pNa TINDY TN

.Ta5a 1y ww’-m N2 MY, TPYNIN NPNY 198 MINND T 1Y THONN

(3,X¥) DDA ToPN TT PHY AN /N3 P NI PO Y DY DVY DTN
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that you are certain He is there. You know that Hashem exists; your

ted deep into your heart.
Emunal has penetrated deep into y R ven T 'w:wﬂ 2V Y PN ROV (N 127D 287 1Y NMMIN) ¥ATH 2N

PNV MIN NN ONNVI NIN NNK D2 PNIT, I WAYA 70 NI IS 039)

AN DI INTN 19019 YA N1 9 YY) 1Y DN TONDY JNY N

NNIRY 559510 %N NIN N 120Wn NI 99 N NN D9WS Rw YROD NN W
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The Chazon Ish instructed a bachur to work on Emunah through
tefillah: “Fach time you need something, ask Hashem to help you
obtain it,” he said. “If you need to buy shoes, for instance, ask
Hadhem to send you money and help you decide where to buy,
a good pair of shoes. After you buly the shoes, thank Hashem for
them. You will find yourself turning to Hashem all day, and your|
Emunah in Him will become more profound.”
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Toward the end of Parashas Vayeishev the Torah relates how o -
Yosef was falsely accused of improper behavior and consequently W MIER @ T AR AR m™
thrown into jail.-He found favor in the eyes of the jail warden, 27N VIR STERT AT Ae3
and he was accorded preferential treatment. In an exact repetition T K9R orown PR [ pig)
of what occurred when he was in Potiphar’s house, his superior YR WPRD °1,RY anb rank Tz annw
entrusted him with the day-to-day management of the jail, and Yosef 7 _mevn vow m1 oKmn Sl
took complete charge over his fellow inmates. The passuk tells 12w 17 Xon i prannw 13w3 1P
» “The officer of the jail did not supervise anything for Hashem g DR 2300 Kn KoK N 2200 K31 DX
was with him, and whatever he did Hashem granted him success” MIPPI_NTW B 3 Xpp3 W)
(39:23). X2 nxmy newmn Son o IR nnnk
We should take note of the simple explanation of this passuk: . '.73'731"’3; al 1:'7 Ry :‘7’ ,n;y::z :::
Mt is p053|ble for Hashem to live with a person. No matter where a | N SRR ,D: “:::ta nxbnn"nm n
person finds himself, even if he is in a secular or antagonistic envi- : 1;:;:: ! :Ji: E;R.; fre— ,,_,; Inlx
ronment, he must realize that Hashem is with him, Yosef was in a :px e e gu— _I;WH
orlorn dungeon together with a group of gentiles, in the basest, Dm "";:;;b ”1"757 ';';‘mmw ,.m
- inost\mfmoral la.nd, a.md”nevertheless the Torah tells us clearly that APOUR PX DK 57 N Mmown
Hashem was with hlm . ) ) 12% noww o nmmw 11n}: Xox MW
One cannot blame his environment for causing him to slacken off WRY B"SX oy 2Bb % M MEmM
in his commitment to Torah and mitzvos, because Hashem can be S
fgund everywhere. '
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g‘hc discovery of the Almighty thenceforth informs the way we
hve The Torah command to be mmiﬂbek bemidosav, to cmulatc

not hgyg a prag,matxc system of morality, Wh_l_c‘hws}}gris cr_gplt_z,_}_foxj
instance, for practical reasons; be cruel to someone today, and
someone will be cruel to you tomorrow. Now, that’s not the

lewish outlook. We see that the Almighty is kind and merciful, and

therefore we too must behave in a kind and merciful manner. We
see that the Alrmghty cares for the sick and the poor, for widows
and orphans; therefore we too must act in the same way.

So let me tell you another, less discussed attribute of the
Almighty that we have to emulate. We say, “Ve’atah mechayeh es
knlam. And You give life to them all.” The Almighty sustains the
:ntire world at all times through a continuous shefz of chiyus, a
never-ceasing emanation of the life force Should He i mterrupt this
:manation for even one moment, creation would cease to exist.

This then is the most fundamental attribute of the Almlghty in
His relationship with the cosmos:‘the giving and sustaining of life
tself It follows that we, as Jews, must also scck to be life-givers
Z)ur avodah, our divine service in this world is to give life to oth-
1s, to be considered bonei olam, builders of the world, in recog-
:itjon and emulation of the Almighty Himself.

bbi Yochanan Hasandlar, the great Tanna, was a shoemaker
5% trade. He made shoes for a living. It is said that he'was mey-
wehed yichudim while he was stitching shoes. This was an avodah
>f some sort whereby he directed special thoughts to the Almighty
vhile he was doing his mundane work.

What were these special thoughts?

Rav Yisrael Salanter suggests that his thoughts were to make

w_excellent shoe so that his customers should get their full

noney’s worth and che best use of the shoe for the longest
ime. If it was his lot in life to make shoes, at least let them be
sood shoes. This was his avodah, to be meyached yichudim.
Nhy? Because it emulated the life-giving attributes of the
Almighty and thereby recognized and acknowledged the Divine
2resence in this world.
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